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Dear residents and friends of Melrose, 
 

1. Annual meeting, Sunday, January 29, 2023, 2:00 – 3:30 pm, Homemakers’ Club, 25728 Park St. Our 

speaker is Sandy Arpen from the Mandarin Museum in Jacksonville. The topic is the history of Mandarin and we 

are confident her talk will inspire visits to their fabulous gardens, gift shop, and historic buildings. Similar to our 

Melrose book by Kevin McCarthy and Rosemary Daurer available at Ace Hardware, Mandarin has a new book by 

Susan Ford with over 200 images on their fascinating history. The meeting is free of charge with light refreshments.  
 

2. We have so many reasons to be grateful!   

- HMI is preserving and maintaining St. John the Fisherman cemetery in Earleton. 

Located on the west side of CR1469, we encourage you to visit this peaceful and 

extraordinary place. Phil Robinson and the entire Earleton community deserve special 

recognition for their exemplary volunteer hours and generosity over the years. 
 

- Melrose Heritage Park was destined to be a strip mall but the wonderful people of 

Melrose and HMI purchased the lots in 2002. HMI donated the park to the county and we 

have enjoyed a 21-year partnership with Putnam County ever since. We are grateful to 

our volunteers at the Daurer Center at Melrose Heritage Park during the First Friday Art 

Walks. We will continue featuring special collections in 2023 and are delighted to 

schedule tours.    
 

- The historic Homemaker’s Club (formerly Vogelbach drugstore, circa 1886) has  

hosted HMI since 1985. We are grateful to Laura Hess and Kasey Adkins for managing,  

preserving, and scheduling this treasured building for family and group meetings.  
 

- HMI maintains property that was once Banana, Florida. Remains exist of a grist mill, post office, general store, 

and a bridge across Mill Pond on the old Orange Springs to Starke road. We are grateful to Ricky Crane of CCS for 

bush hogging the lot and keeping it ship shape. HMI sponsors the QI Roberts high school history & archaeology 

club which is touring the Banana site soon. We are humbly fulfilling one of our core HMI missions: connecting 

students with our fascinating and brilliant local history.  
 

- Our website at https://historicmelroseflorida.org/  has blossomed into a fine historic resource. We hope you enjoy 

the photos within the old calendars, previous newsletters, and articles. 
  
3. Please mail in your 2023 membership dues. Your generous support preserves our heritage.  
 

4. A sincere thanks to all who serve Melrose and the many who help HMI. What a marvelous Home Tour in 

December thanks to the homeowners who opened their lovely houses! We thank our tireless tour organizers, too, 

including Jean Marshall, Jean Giesel, Kathi Warren, Sara Hebert, Laura Hess, Kasey Adkins, Peter Landauer, and a 

long list of volunteers!  
 

Over 750 years ago, St. Thomas Aquinas remarked that, “there is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true 

friendship.” We thank you and cherish you, dear friends, for all that you do to keep this great organization going.   

 

                    

Lynn Hughes        

President, Historic Melrose Inc.                  
 

 

We see Florida as a place struggling to stay true to itself — struggling to maintain an honest identity. We, like everybody else, 
want luxuries and conveniences too, but we think it is possible to pay too much for them. Sometimes, we think that what we 
are getting is not as good as what we are losing. —Al Burt (1927-2008), beloved author and past president of HMI. 

 
                                               HMI is a nonprofit organization, 501(c)(3), EIN 59-2743455  



 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

2023 Membership Renewal.    

We would be truly grateful if you renew your membership to HMI. Please detach this form and mail 

your donation to:  HMI, PO Box 704, Melrose, FL 32666 

Make checks payable to:  HMI. 

Name: _______________________________     Address: ______________________________ 

Email: _________________________________ 

My check includes the following: 

       Family membership $25                              Individual membership $15               

 

$ _______    additional support for the         HMI General Fund           Homemaker’s Club     

                  Heritage Park          St. John the Fisherman Cemetery (Earleton)        Banana Grist Mill site  

 

$____________   total amount (all contributions are tax deductible)           Thank you! 

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

We stopped by Riddling Groves Family Farm 

recently and enjoyed their terrific citrus stand on SR 

26. Mr. Riddling displayed dozens of artifacts that 

were discovered at their farm and orchards—brown 

jugs, Coca-Cola bottles with “Gainesville” stamped 

on the bottom, historic quackery bottles, and even a 

steering column from a Ford Model A. Pictured at left 

is Melrose citrus packing, circa 1890 from the HMI 

collection. Note the church on the left. Is it the former 

St. Luke’s church (now a residence) or Melrose 

Methodist?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene at Pearsall's packing house - Melrose, Florida circa 1910.                                           Jean Marshall at the Baldwin Store and 

               Reprinted with permission. Thank you!  https://www.floridamemory.com/                 Dr. Steve Hughes sells 2022 Holiday Home Tour tickets. 


